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Meeting Details
Closed Captioning is enabled and attendees can turn CC on or off as they desire.1

Interpreter Phone Number: 305-224-1968 Webinar ID: 867 1899 8284     Passcode: 7024472

Session Evaluation / Take Our Evaluation Survey (CE credit for live attendance only)3

Webinar will be posted on NBCC website a few days following the webinar.4

Q&A: Please add your questions in the Q&A box at any time during the meeting.5
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https://www.research.net/r/HSTVWX5


Previous Webinars

44

 Medicare 101:
An Introduction to the Medicare Program and Coverage of Counselors and MFTs

 Medicare 201:
The Implementation of Medicare Part B Coverage of Counselors and MFTs

 Medicare 301:
Navigating the Medicare Provider Enrollment Process and Physician Fee Schedule

 Medicare 401:
Assessing the Essential Features of the 2024 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule Rule and Implications for Counselors and MFTs

 Medicare 501:
New Engagement Opportunities for Community Behavioral Health Centers With Counselors and MFTs Under Medicare

 Medicare 601:
The Enrollment Process for Counselors and MFTs

https://youtu.be/VoeQp6m_IC8?si=DcoMEks2ItSHcntv
https://youtu.be/3RSjz4RH7a0?si=4c0yRDaAfjk7JWnJ
https://youtu.be/V1z4D6rCz1w?si=p_UIcPv5KWkzdJuZ
https://youtu.be/P4fpcZ8XGr8?si=MQRq1VrjPJhi8p6o
https://youtu.be/hJIR-823kIY?si=9WnQYjrzJWOEsPzZ
https://youtu.be/g31KkGQ0vQk?si=F79nan_AK38K0Qdm
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Learning Objectives
After this webinar, attendees will be able to:
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Explain the work of MACs on Medicare enrollment, 
claims processing, payment, and other procedures.

Identify specific lessons for mental health counselors 
and marriage and family therapists.

Explain other MAC services.

Identify available resources to educate and help 
Medicare-enrolled providers.
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Nathan Kennedy has worked with National Government Services for over 
35 years obtaining a broad knowledge base of the entire Medicare Part B 
program. Nathan began his Medicare career with over 3 years in claims 
processing, then moving on to spend over 7 years in The Appeals area.  

Nathan then moved on to Provider Outreach and Education, where he 
has been for over 25 years now. Nathan has served as a liaison with state 
medical societies organizing communication directly with their 
organizations, the facilitator of quarterly POE Advisory Group meetings, 
and has worked with other Medicare partners on many occasions.  
Nathan has also served as a CPC Instructor of Indian Health Services staff.

Nathan L. Kennedy, Jr.
CPC, CHC, CPPM, CPC-I, CPB, CPMA
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Stephanie Portzline is the Manager of Provider Engagement for Novitas
Solutions, Inc. and First Coast Service Options, the Part A and B Medicare 
Administrative Contractors (MAC) for Jurisdictions L, H and N. She has 
served in various capacities in the Medicare program for more than 10 
years managing provider enrollment and contact center operations, 
critical and congressional provider and beneficiary inquiries, and the 
provider outreach and education program. Stephanie holds a master’s 
degree in educational leadership and policy from Shippensburg 
University. As a former educator, Stephanie blends her passion and 
experience in conducting outreach with her vast knowledge of the 
Medicare program to facilitate engaging and informative events. 

Stephanie Portzline
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/coding-billing/medicare-administrative-contractors-macs/who-are-macs#MapsandLists
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/11/16/2023-24184/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-cy-2024-payment-policies-under-the-physician-fee-schedule-and-other
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/marriage-and-family-therapists-and-mental-health-counselors-faq-09052023.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/marriage-and-family-therapists-and-mental-health-counselors-faq-09052023.pdf
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/payment/fee-schedules/physician-fee-schedule/marriage-and-family-therapists-mental-health-counselors
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/cms-forms/cms-forms/downloads/cms855i.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/cms-forms/cms-forms/downloads/cms855b.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/cms-forms/cms-forms/downloads/cms588.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/cms-forms/cms-forms/downloads/cms460.pdf
https://pecos.cms.hhs.gov/pecos/login.do#headingLv1
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https://data.cms.gov/Medicare-Enrollment/Opt-Out-Affidavits/7yuw-754z
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https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/EnrollmentResources/provider-resources/provider-enrolment/Med-Prov-Enroll-MLN9658742.html
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/EnrollmentResources/provider-resources/provider-enrolment/Med-Prov-Enroll-MLN9658742.html
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/mm13331-provider-enrollment-changes-medicare-program-integrity-manual.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/mm13331-provider-enrollment-changes-medicare-program-integrity-manual.pdf
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https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/Downloads/clm104c01.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/regulations-and-guidance/guidance/manuals/downloads/clm104c24.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/regulations-and-guidance/guidance/manuals/downloads/clm104c26pdf.pdf
https://www.nucc.org/images/stories/PDF/1500_claim_form_map_to_837P_v3-3_2012_02.pdf
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https://www.hhs.gov/guidance/sites/default/files/hhs-guidance-documents/ICNMLN8788099-final_0.pdf
https://x12.org/codes
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https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/Downloads/clm104c29.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/Downloads/clm104c29.pdf
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https://www.cms.gov/files/document/mln006562-medicare-parts-b-appeals-process.pdf
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https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/medicare-learning-network-mln/mlnproducts/downloads/overpaymentbrochure508-09.pdf
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/reports/national-coverage-ncd-report.aspx?chapter=all&sortBy=title
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/search.aspx
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/payment/fee-schedules/physician-fee-schedule/marriage-and-family-therapists-mental-health-counselors
https://www.cms.gov/blog/important-new-changes-improve-access-behavioral-health-medicare-0
https://www.cms.gov/blog/important-new-changes-improve-access-behavioral-health-medicare-0
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/r12448bp.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/r12448bp.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/r12448bp.pdf


Questions and Answers
9



Resources
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Legislation Mandating Medicare Part B Coverage of Counselors and Marriage and Family Therapists 
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr2617/BILLS-117hr2617enr.pdf

How to Enroll in the Medicare Program

 Medicare Enrollment for Providers and Suppliers 
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/enrollment-renewal/providers-suppliers/chain-ownership-system-pecos

 New Provider Type: Marriage and Family Therapists (MFTs) and Mental Health Counselors (MHCs)
FAQs (36 questions answered) Published Sept 2023
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/marriage-and-family-therapists-and-mental-health-counselors-faq-09052023.pdf

 The Medicare Learning Network:
https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/medicare-learning-network-mln/mlngeninfo

 Web-based Training:
https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/medicare-learning-network-mln/mlnproducts/webbasedtraining

 Becoming a Medicare Provider (World of Medicare):
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/MLN/WBT/MLN9329634-WOM/WOM/index.html

 Weekly Email Newsletter for Medicare Providers:
https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/outreach/ffsprovpartprog/provider-partnership-email-archive

Critical Resources on Medicare Part B 
Coverage of Counselors and MFTs
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https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr2617/BILLS-117hr2617enr.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/enrollment-renewal/providers-suppliers/chain-ownership-system-pecos
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/marriage-and-family-therapists-and-mental-health-counselors-faq-09052023.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/medicare-learning-network-mln/mlngeninfo
https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/medicare-learning-network-mln/mlnproducts/webbasedtraining
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/MLN/WBT/MLN9329634-WOM/WOM/index.html
https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/outreach/ffsprovpartprog/provider-partnership-email-archive


Critical Resources on Medicare Part B 
Coverage of Counselors and MFTs continued

Role of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
 https://www.investopedia.com/terms/u/us-centers-medicare-and-medicaid-services-cms.asp

 https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/outreach/ffsprovpartprog/provider-
partnership-email-archive

Medicare Mental Health Benefits for Beneficiaries

Medicare and Your Mental Health Benefits:
https://www.medicare.gov/Pubs/pdf/10184-Medicare-and-Your-Mental-Health-Benefits.pdf

Medicare Mental Health:
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/mln1986542-medicare-mental-health.pdf

Medicare Beneficiary Handbook:
https://www.medicare.gov/Pubs/pdf/10050-medicare-and-you.pdf
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https://www.investopedia.com/terms/u/us-centers-medicare-and-medicaid-services-cms.asp
https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/outreach/ffsprovpartprog/provider-partnership-email-archive
https://www.medicare.gov/Pubs/pdf/10184-Medicare-and-Your-Mental-Health-Benefits.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/mln1986542-medicare-mental-health.pdf
https://www.medicare.gov/Pubs/pdf/10050-medicare-and-you.pdf


Key Steps to Becoming a Medicare Provider

1. Register in the I&A System

2. Get an NPI

3. Enter information into PECOS

4. Decide if you want to be a participating provider

Form CMS-855I: Physicians and non-physician practitioners (PDF link)

Medicare Administrative Contractors (MACs)
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/medicare-contracting/medicare-administrative-contractors/what-is-a-mac

Medicare Physician Fee Schedule
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/07/2023-14624/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-
cy-2024-payment-policies-under-the-physician-fee-schedule-and-other

Critical Resources on Medicare Part B 
Coverage of Counselors and MFTs continued
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https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/MLN/WBT/MLN9329634-WOM/wom/misc/glossary/index.html#I-and-A
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/MLN/WBT/MLN9329634-WOM/wom/misc/glossary/index.html#NPI
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/MLN/WBT/MLN9329634-WOM/wom/misc/glossary/index.html#PECOS
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/CMS-Forms/CMS-Forms/Downloads/cms855i.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/medicare-contracting/medicare-administrative-contractors/what-is-a-mac
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/07/2023-14624/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-cy-2024-payment-policies-under-the-physician-fee-schedule-and-other
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Thank you
for attending!
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